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Executive SummaryExecutive Summary

• Each year in America, 
guns claim more than 
30,000 lives – over 
3,000 of them children 
and teens – and over 
70,000 more are injured.

• Medical costs for fire-
arm injuries range from 
$2.3 billion to $4 billion 
with additional annual 
indirect costs estimated 
at $19 billion.  

• In virtually every state, 
a criminal can buy a gun 
from a “private seller,” 
without a Brady back-
ground check.

• Firearms are the only 
product not subject to 
federal consumer product 
safety standards.

This report explores how America’s gun violence crisis has affected athletes and coaches 
from MVPs to Little Leaguers, how those incidents are representative of America’s gun 
violence epidemic, and what can be done to prevent gun violence. Gun violence in America 
affects society at all levels, ages, and professions. This report examines gun violence’s 
impact on one activity – sports – as a window into our nation’s larger gun problem, to raise 
awareness, and lead to action that can help save lives. 

This report includes the stories of National Football League MVP Steve McNair, National 
Basketball Association MVP Michael Jordan, Major League Baseball Cy Young Award 
winners CC Sabathia and Mike Flanagan, Grand Slam tennis champions Serena and Venus 
Williams, Tour de France bicycling champion Greg LeMond, Olympic gold medal wrestler 
Dave Schultz, NFL All-Pros Sean Taylor and Junior Seau, MLB Manager Dallas Green, and 
many others who reached the pinnacle of their sports.  
  
Each was touched by gun violence.

The sports world is filled with athletes at every level of competition who have been wounded, 
killed, lost loved ones, or otherwise been victimized by guns – or who have had their lives 
changed forever by turning to guns themselves. Entire rosters could be filled with star players 
who have been adversely affected by guns in some way.

Yet the fact that guns killed Sean Taylor, Michael Jordan’s father, Serena and Venus Williams’s 
sister, and Dallas Green’s nine-year-old granddaughter had nothing to do with their ties to 
the sports world. They lost their lives because they lived in a country with over 200 million 
firearms, where inadequate laws make it far too easy for dangerous people to acquire the 
means to kill. In one decade in America, from 1996 to 2005, there were almost 5 million 
violent crimes committed with firearms and more than 2 million crime guns recovered and 
traced by law enforcement.  

The epidemic of gun violence in the sports world is emblematic of the epidemic of gun violence 
in the United States. While we may care deeply about the sports figures chronicled in this 
report because of their athletic skills, their stories resemble those of countless Americans 
whose athletic careers are limited to recreational leagues or backyard games of catch.  

This report is intended for the media to consider how America’s gun problems affect our 
society at large, and to examine solutions that can save lives; and for the public to engage 
in and help solve this crucial public safety issue. If you are concerned about the problem of 
gun violence in America and are interested in solutions, please contact www.bradycenter.org 
for more information.
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In 2009, gun violence claimed one of its approximately 30,000 yearly 
victims in this country: former National Football League MVP Steve 
McNair. One of the best quarterbacks of the past 20 years, “Air” 
McNair led the Tennessee Titans to Super Bowl XXXIV in 2000, and 
within one yard of a potential tying or winning touchdown.   

McNair was a victim of the “private sale” loophole, that enabled 
his killer to get a gun without a background check.

McNair attended Alcorn State, was drafted by the Houston Oilers 
in the first round of the 1995 NFL draft, and in 2003 was named 
co-Most Valuable Player. McNair played most of his career as a 
Titan, and retired in 2008 as a Baltimore Raven.
 
On the night of July 4th, 2009, McNair was sleeping on his couch 
in Nashville when his girlfriend, Saleh Kazemi, shot him twice 
in the head and twice in the chest, killing him instantly. She then 
turned the gun on herself, committing suicide.  

Kazemi was 20, not old enough to buy a handgun legally from 
a licensed federal firearms dealer (“FFL”), so she would not 
have passed a Brady background check. But she obtained her 
gun for $100 through a “private sale” by Adrian Gilliam, Jr., 
a convicted felon, in a mall parking lot. Gilliam also obtained 
the gun from the private sale loophole, as he was prohibited 
from purchasing a gun from a FFL.
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“PRIVATE SALE” LOOPHOLE
One dangerous gap in our gun laws is the private sale loophole. Federal law only requires licensed federal firearms 
dealers to conduct Brady background checks before selling a gun. Unlicensed “private” sellers can legally sell guns 
without a Brady background check – no questions asked. This loophole enables prohibited buyers to get guns from 
unlicensed sellers, at gun shows, through classified ads, in parking lots, and other venues. No-check sales account for 
40% of all gun sales in the United States, arming countless dangerous people.



LEGAL LOOPHOLES AND WEAK GUN LAWS ARM CRIMINALS
Even though felons are prohibited from buying guns, and Brady background checks are required for gun sales from 
licensed gun dealers, legal loopholes and weak gun laws result in a thriving criminal gun market. Loopholes in federal 
laws enable criminals to buy guns without Brady background checks from “private sellers” in most states, and enable 
gun traffickers to buy limitless numbers of guns. High-powered weapons such as military-style assault weapons and 
high-capacity magazines are legal under federal law, and traffickers often buy guns in weak gun law states and sell them 
in states where laws are stronger. 

Washington Redskins safety Sean Taylor was in the
prime of a stellar professional football career when he 
was shot and killed in his bedroom during a robbery 
in November 2007.  

Taylor, one of the fiercest hitters in the NFL, was in his 
hometown of Miami, Florida, when several people broke 
through his bedroom door and fired two shots, one hitting 
Taylor in the leg. He later died at the hospital.  

Five people were charged in connection with Taylor’s 
death, ages 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20 at the time of the shooting. 
The alleged shooter should not have been able to obtain 
a handgun, even from a private seller, because he was 
under the age of 18. In fact, it was illegal for him to even 
possess a handgun.  

Taylor attended the University of Miami and was drafted 
fifth overall in 2004 by the Redskins. After a rocky start to 
his career, which included two misdemeanor charges for a 
firearm incident, it appeared that Taylor had turned his 
life around. His former teammate Clinton Portis said, 
“[Taylor] was always smiling, always happy, always 
talking about his child.” 
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BULK SALES SUPPLY GUN TRAFFICKERS
Weak gun laws facilitate gun trafficking. Gun traffickers frequently buy firearms in bulk in states with weak gun laws 
and export them to states with stronger gun laws where they are sold to criminals. Federal law – and most states – do 
not limit the number of guns that can be purchased at one time. This enables gun traffickers to stockpile their inventory, 
even when it is obvious that they intend to illegally resell them. Handguns sold as part of multiple sales accounted for 
20% of all handguns sold and traced to crime in 2000 and are an “indicator” that the buyer intends to traffic the guns to 
the illegal market.   

Daniel Williams, a promising high school basketball player at 
McKinley High School in Buffalo, New York, was shot and 
wounded by a gang member while playing basketball outside 
his house. The gang member mistook Williams for someone else, 
and shot him in the stomach with a Hi-Point 9mm handgun, 
a cheap, low-quality “Saturday Night Special.” The shooting 
ruined Williams’ chances of earning a scholarship to play 
college basketball. 

Williams was a victim of weak gun laws that enabled 
traffickers to obtain and sell hundreds of guns to criminals.

The shooter got his gun from a notorious gun trafficker, 
James Bostic. Between May and October 2000, Bostic and 
two accomplices purchased at least 250 guns from gun 
sellers at gun shows in Dayton, Ohio – over 180 from gun 
dealer Charles Brown – which Bostic then re-sold to criminals 
in New York. Bostic was able to obtain the guns he sold 
because gun dealers were willing to ignore the obvious 
signs that he was a trafficker, and no laws prohibited his 
bulk purchases of guns.  

The gun used to shoot Williams was from a bulk purchase 
of 87 handguns made by Brown to a straw purchaser.  

The gun dealers who supplied Bostic’s trafficking ring 
with hundreds of guns retained their licenses to sell guns.  

A lawsuit brought against them by the Williams family 
was thrown out of court when a judge held that the 
NRA-backed federal Protection of Lawful Commerce in 
Arms Act immunized the gun company defendants.
That case is on appeal.
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7

Robert Adams (Basketball Player - Brentwood High School) 
Adams, 19, a college-bound basketball player, was shot and killed in 2008.

Michael Dudley (Tight End - Chester Thomas Dale High School)
Dudley was a first-team all-state player bound for Virginia State University when he was 
injured in a shooting in June 2010. 

Norman Griffith, Jr. (Linebacker/Tight End - Pahokee High School)
Griffith, a Florida football star with offers from Iowa State and other schools, was shot and 
killed by two teenagers in September 2008. 

Jose Gurley (Wide Receiver/Safety - Bridgewater Middle-Senior High School) 
Gurley, who helped lead his high school football team to victory in the state’s Division IV 
Super Bowl, was shot and killed in July 2007. 

Patrick Hernandez (Safety - Far Rockaway High School) 
Hernandez, 18, was an honor roll student and athlete who was shot and killed just blocks 
from his Queens home in July 2008.

Raheem Jackson (High School Basketball Player - H.D. Woodson High School)
Jackson, a 16-year-old all-league high school basketball player, was shot and killed near 
his home in Washington, D.C. in April 2011. 

Billey Joe Johnson (Running Back - George County High School) 
Johnson, a top-rated high school football star who was sought after by several colleges, 
died in December 2008 from a self-inflicted gunshot wound during a traffic stop. 

Terrance Kelly (Linebacker/Tight End - De La Salle High School)
Kelly, 18, was shot to death by a 15-year-old in California in August 2004, two days 
before he was to leave for the University of Oregon. 

Tayshana Murphy (Basketball Player - Murry Bergtraum High School)
Murphy, 18, was shot to death in September 2011 inside a New York City public 
housing project.

Jamiel Shaw, Jr. (Running Back - Los Angeles High School) 
Shaw, 17, who was shot and killed in March 2008, was recruited by Stanford, Rutgers, and 
other schools.

Darrell Turner & Tommy Woodson (Linebacker & Quarterback - Gateway High School)
Turner, 18, and teammate Woodson were shot on June 23, 2011 in Durham, NC. Turner was 
shot fatally. 

Darryl Williams (Football Player - Jamaica Plain High School)
In September 1979, Williams, 15, was shot in the back and paralyzed during halftime of a high 
school football game in Boston.

Young Athletes Impacted by Guns
Young Athletes Impacted by Guns



Ricky Byrdsong, a former Northwestern University basketball coach, 
was the first victim of a white supremacist’s shooting spree over July 4th 
weekend in 1999. Byrdsong coached the Wildcats between 1993 and 1998, 
and managed to take the team, which had never made an NCAA tournament, 
to the NIT.  

Byrdsong was a victim of the private sale loophole and weak gun laws 
that enabled a corrupt dealer and a gun trafficker to supply a dangerous, 
prohibited purchaser.

On July 2, 1999, Byrdsong was out for a run with two of his children in 
the Chicago suburb of Skokie, Illinois, when neo-Nazi Benjamin Smith 
drove past and fired at them, killing Byrdsong. Smith continued his 
shooting spree for two more days, killing one other and wounding nine.  

Smith was prohibited from buying or possessing guns because he 
was subject to a domestic violence restraining order. Due to this, he 
was stopped from buying a gun from a licensed gun dealer when 
he failed the Brady background check. However, Smith was able to 
obtain guns through the private sale loophole by buying from a gun 
trafficker named Donald Fiessinger, for which no Brady background 
check was required or conducted.  

Other loopholes enabled Fiessinger to engage in gun trafficking. 
Because federal law places no limit on the number of guns some-
one may purchase, Fiessinger bought 72 handguns in under two 
years from Robert Hayes. Hayes had every reason to suspect that 

Fiessinger was illegally selling guns without a license, but Hayes 
had every financial incentive to supply Fiessinger’s illegal 

business. In turn, Fiessinger 
armed Smith with two guns 
bought from Hayes that Smith 

used to kill Ricky Byrdsong and             
         shoot many others. 

Old Prairie Trading Post and Fiessinger were eventually 
convicted of violating federal gun laws, but only after 
substantial press attention on the shootings.

LEGAL LOOPHOLES AND WEAK GUN LAWS ARM CRIMINALS
Ricky Byrdsong’s killer could not legally buy a gun, and failed a Brady background check by a licensed dealer. But the 
“private sale” loophole enabled him to buy a gun, no questions asked. The “private” seller was able to stock his inventory 
from repeat sales by a corrupt gun dealer. These could have been prevented by a one-handgun-a-month law and stronger 
regulation of dealers.
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On June 24, 2009, legendary Aplington-Parkersburg (Iowa) High 
School football coach Ed Thomas, 58, was shot and killed by 
troubled ex-player Mark Becker. Becker was a drug user and 
severely mentally ill, having been previously committed to 
several psychiatric wards in the wake of a string of bizarre 
misdemeanor crimes. According to police, Thomas was supervising 
a summer weightlifting program when Becker “calmly entered 
the room, and pumped several bullets into Thomas.”  

Federal law prohibits any person who has been involuntarily 
committed to a mental hospital or is an unlawful user of or 
addicted to a controlled substance from buying a gun. However, 
Becker was able to obtain a gun from his parents’ home by 
breaking into their gun cabinet.   

Thomas’ life and death were featured on the cover of Sports 
Illustrated and at the ESPN ESPYs. He was named the NFL 
High School Football Coach of the Year in 2005. He amassed 
a 292-84 record and two state titles in 37 seasons as a head 
coach, 34 of those seasons with Aplington-Parkersburg High 
School. He coached several players who went on to the 
NFL, including Aaron Kampman, Brad Meester, Jared 
DeVries, and Casey Wiegmann.

University of Iowa football coach Kirk Ferentz described 
Thomas as “a highly respected educator, coach, mentor, 
and a strong leader in the community.” Iowa Governor 
Chet Culver, himself a former high school football coach, 
said of Thomas, “The state and national coaching fraternity 
has suffered a devastating loss. As we mourn the passing 
of Coach Thomas, it is my hope we can all continue to 
learn from his example.”
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Promising 24-year-old Denver Broncos cornerback 
Darrent Williams was shot and killed in the early 
morning hours of January 1, 2007 when his rented 
limousine was fired upon. Two people inside the 
limousine with Williams were injured. Williams was 
on his way home from a party in honor of Denver 
Nuggets basketball player Kenyon Martin. 

Denver police later arrested and indicted Willie 
Clark, a felon and a member of a Denver area gang, 
in connection with the murder. Clark is reported to 
have gotten the gun from his friends, who were 
also involved in his gang, although the details of 
how Clark’s gang obtained the gun are murky (as is 
the case with many criminals’ guns). 

Williams was born in Fort Worth, Texas. He attended 
Oklahoma State University and was drafted by the 
Denver Broncos in 2005.

When he was killed, Williams was in the process of 
establishing a free football camp in his hometown. His 
high school coach noted, “He wanted to try to make 
sure people did the right thing.”

Oklahoma State coach Mike Gundy called Williams’ 
death a “tragic loss for the Broncos family, Oklahoma 
State University, and anyone who knew Darrent Williams. 
It’s a loss that goes far beyond the football field.” Broncos 
owner Pat Bowlen issued a statement, saying, “To lose a 
young player, and more important, a great young man 
such as Darrent Williams, is incomprehensible. To lose 
him in such a senseless manner as this is beyond words.” 
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DANGERS OF GUNS IN PUBLIC
As a result of an intense NRA lobbying blitz, most states now broadly allow the carrying of loaded, hidden handguns 
(“CCW”) in public, and bar law enforcement from exercising discretion to deny CCW permits, even if police have reason 
to think the person poses a risk to others and has no legitimate need to carry. Now, the NRA is campaigning to force 
states to allow guns in schools, churches, workplaces, bars and restaurants, and on college campuses. Polls show that 
94% of Americans oppose guns on college campuses and 93% oppose guns in bars. As Plaxico’s incident demonstrates, 
carrying loaded guns in public puts people at risk of being killed or injured, intentionally and unintentionally. 

Super Bowl hero and star NFL wide receiver Plaxico Burress 
accidentally shot himself in the thigh with his own gun while at 
a New York City nightclub in November 2008. Burress brought the 
handgun to the club apparently tucked in the waistband of his 
sweatpants, and said that the gun began to slide down his leg so 
he reached for it and inadvertently pulled the trigger.   

Burress’ injury was not serious, but by carrying his gun in public, 
Burress could have severely injured or killed himself, as well 
as others at the nightclub.  

Burress pled guilty to illegally carrying the gun without a New 
York state permit. He had obtained a permit to carry a concealed 
firearm in Florida, but it had expired and was not valid in New 
York. The plea deal required two years of prison and two years 
probation. Burress was released from prison on June 6, 2011. 
He has since become an advocate for gun violence prevention, 
stating: “My job is to share my experience and make people 
think twice about it, how you can  take a life away, or change 
your own life, and to just think about it for a second, you 
don’t have to carry this firearm.” 

Plaxico Burress was born in Norfolk, Virginia. He enjoyed 
an extraordinary college career at Michigan State University, 
setting a Big Ten single-season record for receptions in his 
first season, and in just two seasons he ranked second in 
career touchdown catches, third in receptions, and fourth 
in receiving yards.  

In the 2000 NFL draft, Burress was drafted 8th by the 
Pittsburgh Steelers, with whom he played five seasons.  
He then signed a six-year contract with the New York 
Giants in 2005. One of the NFL’s most celebrated receivers, 
in 2007 Burress caught the game-winning pass in the 
Giants’ victory over the previously-unbeaten New 
England Patriots in Super Bowl XLII.  

Taye Biddle, the wide receiver who replaced 
Plaxico Burress on the Giants’ roster, was 
injured ia a shooting just 2 months after 
Burress’ incident.  
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A shooting at a school-sanctioned dance in 2006 wounded five members of 
the Duquesne University men’s basketball team: Sam Ashaolu, Kojo Mensah, 
Stuard Baldonado, Shawn James, and Aaron Jackson. Sam Ashaolu was the 
most seriously injured. Shot in the head, he suffered brain damage, and 
had to re-learn how to walk, speak and read, and continues to suffer from 
severe seizures. Although the shooting ended his collegiate sports career, 
he graduated from Duquesne in 2009. The school’s Athletic Director, Greg 
Amodio, said: “I think it’s safe to say that of all the student-athletes that 
have gone through here, he’s the most inspirational that we’ve ever had as 
a part of the athletic program.” Two 19-year-olds pled guilty to the shooting.

DANGERS OF GUNS ON CAMPUS
In several states, the gun lobby is seeking to force colleges to allow the carrying of loaded handguns on campus, including 
in dormitories and classrooms. This is opposed by the vast majority of Americans and nearly all college administrators 
and security professionals. Guns on campus endanger students and faculty, as:

•   College students engage in high-risk behaviors, including drinking and drug abuse. 
•   College students are at elevated risks for suicide, with 24,000 attempts a year.
•   Dorms and classrooms are not equipped to safely store guns, which will lead to gun thefts.
•   Armed students will not deter attacks, but would likely become the first targets of suicidal attackers.
•   In school shootings, armed students would lead to more people likely killed by crossfire, and would 
     complicate police responses as police will not know who is the aggressor.
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Speaking Out Against Gun Violence
Speaking Out Against Gun Violence

Les Miles, national championship winning head coach of the 
LSU Tigers, spoke out against guns on campus in the state of
Louisiana, saying: “I am concerned about this piece of legislation 
for reasons far greater than sports. Having worked on a college 
campus for most of my career, I know that firearms do not 
belong on campus. To allow firearms on campus would be to 
introduce an element of risk that could compromise all that 

is good about a university setting. College campuses should be about the exchange 
of ideas, the transfer of knowledge, and challenging discussions, not firearms and the 
dangers that they present. College campuses for a great majority of our history have 
been a safe haven for students and to allow firearms on our college campus will to 
some degree take away the innocence of what our campuses represent.” 

Urban Meyer, now head football coach at Ohio State University, 
opposed allowing concealed weapons on college campuses 
while at the University of Florida. After the Virginia Tech 
shooting, and in response to one of his players getting a gun, 
Meyer said, “Certainly, if they’re going to play on our team, 
there’s no place for [guns]. If you have a gun, the Constitution 
says you’re allowed to have one, but not at the University of 
Florida. I’m old school. I don’t believe in that.”  

In 2007, after his promotion to head coach of the University of 
Miami Hurricanes, and in the wake of the shooting of player 
Bryan Pata, Randy Shannon announced that any player 
caught having a weapon would be kicked off the team and 
dismissed from school. According to Shannon, “the modern 
athlete thinks he needs to have a gun to protect himself. We 
have guys on the team that have kids. You could have a gun 
lying around in the room, under the bed, anywhere. Kids can 
find anything. Are you willing to take that chance?” 

Virginia Tech coach Frank Beamer stated: “it seems like guns 
have been more involved the last couple of years across the 
country. It’s scary... And parents shouldn’t be sending their 
kids away to college worrying about them getting shot.” 
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After attending a Harlem Globetrotters game, former NBA all-star 
Jayson Williams invited friends to his home in New Jersey. While 
Williams was showing off his double barrel 12-gauge shotgun, it 
fired and killed Costas Christofi. Williams later admitted he failed 
to check if the safety was on, and that: “I didn’t look in the direction 
the muzzle of the gun was pointed.”   

Williams eventually entered a plea of guilty to aggravated assault 
and served 18 months in prison. He settled a wrongful death civil 
lawsuit with the victim’s family for $2.75 million.  

Williams was born in South Carolina, played high school 
basketball at Christ the King High School in New York City, 
and later attended St. John’s University.  In 1990, he was drafted 
21st overall. After two seasons in Philadelphia, the 6’10” power 
forward was traded to the New Jersey Nets, where he played 
the remainder of his career. In 1997-98 he was selected as an 
NBA All-Star, averaging 13.6 rebounds that year. Leg injuries 
ended his career in 2000.  

The shooting of Christofi was one of hundreds of preventable 
accidental gun deaths that occur every year because of the 
prevalence of guns in the home, and the fact that many 
people, sometimes including experienced gun owners, 
often do not properly handle their weapons.  

DANGERS OF GUNS IN THE HOME
While many people buy guns to protect their family, guns in the home are far more likely to cost the life of a family 
member. According to one study, guns kept in the home are 22 times more likely to be used in unintentional shootings, 
murder, assault, and suicide attempts than in an act of self-defense. Adults who keep a gun in the home quadruple 
their risk of dying of an accidental gunshot wound.   
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PRODUCT SAFETY LOOPHOLE
A $10 magazine disconnect safety or an effective loaded chamber indicator likely would have saved Schley’s life. However, 
the gun industry fails to include these and other life-saving safety features that have existed for decades, and because 
of an NRA-driven exemption in federal law, the Consumer Product Safety Commission is barred from regulating gun 
safety, though it mandates feasible safety features for all other consumer products. Another NRA-backed law, the Protection 
of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act, limits liability for failing to make guns safer, reducing the financial incentive to include 
life-saving safety features. The gun industry is the only industry in America exempt from product liability law in this fashion.

Justin Schley had a promising future ahead of him, and 
was only weeks away from playing collegiate football 
for Millersville College. Schley attended Bishop-McDevitt 
High School, where he was a popular student and the 
star running back and captain of the school’s successful 
football team. Schley’s life, however, ended as the result 
of an accidental gunshot wound to the head. 

While reportedly playing with a handgun he thought 
was unloaded, Schley accidentally shot and killed 
himself. “It was horseplay that went wrong,” Schley’s 
mother later remarked, “…one kid trying to impress 
another.” 

Fatal accidental shootings occur almost twice a day on 
average – in 2006, 642 people died from unintentional 
shootings. Of those 642 deaths, 100 of the victims were 
between the ages of 15-19, while 93 of them were between 
the ages of 20-24.   
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GUN SUICIDE
The easy availability of guns to mentally distressed people results in thousands of suicides in America. Every year, on 
average, over 17,000 people kill themselves with guns. Suicide attempts with firearms are much more likely to be fatal 
– over 90% of attempts with guns result in death – than attempts with other methods, so seldom are there second chances 
when the chosen method is a firearm. However, when people do survive a suicide attempt, 90% do not go on to die by 
suicide, making gun suicides all the more tragic.

Two-time Super Bowl champion Dave Duerson, 50, fatally 
shot himself in the chest in his home on February 17, 2011.  

An all-America at Notre Dame, he played 11 seasons in the 
NFL, was selected to four Pro Bowls and helped win two 
Super Bowls – for the 1985 Chicago Bears and the 1991 New 
York Giants. 

In his last months, Duerson complained of headaches, blurred 
vision and a deteriorating memory. In his final letter to his family, 
he asked for his brain to be donated for examination, as he 
suspected he suffered from chronic traumatic encephalopathy. 
The examination found that Duerson suffered from the degenerative 
and incurable disease, which is linked to memory loss, depression 
and dementia. The condition is often found in athletes who have 
sustained repeated concussions.   

Mike Flanagan, 59, fatally shot himself in the head on August 24, 2011, behind his home 
in suburban Baltimore. Flanagan was a beloved figure in Baltimore and was described 
by many who knew him as the wittiest and most clever player they had ever met.   

Flanagan played 18 seasons of pro baseball with the Baltimore Orioles and Toronto 
Blue Jays, winning 167 games. He won the Cy Young Award in 1979 and helped the 
Orioles win the World Series in 1983. A member of the Orioles’ Hall of Fame, after 
retiring from playing, Flanagan worked as a coach and a commentator on the 
team’s broadcast network. Flanagan left behind a wife and three daughters.
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On May 2, 2012, Junior Seau ended his life with a gunshot wound to 
the chest. He was 43-years-old. Seau played for the University of Southern 
California and went on to play 20 seasons in the NFL for the San Diego 
Chargers, Miami Dolphins, and New England Patriots. He made 12 Pro 
Bowls and went to two Super Bowls; was named to the 1990s All-Decade 
Team by the Pro Football Hall of Fame; and ended his career with 1,524 
tackles, 56 ½ sacks, and 18 interceptions.

The former general manager of the Chargers, Bobby Beathard, stated, 
“Of all the players I’ve been around, he’s the one who makes you most 
proud.” “It’s just sad. It’s hard to believe that now there’s no Junior.” 

Seau left behind three teenage children.

Jeff Alm was a defensive tackle at Notre Dame and later, from 1990-1993, 
played four seasons for the Houston Oilers in the NFL. On December 14, 
1993, Alm and his best friend, Sean Lynch, were driving around Houston 
at 2:30 a.m. when Alm lost control of his car; Lynch was killed. Moments 
after Alm saw that his childhood friend was dead, he took a pistol-grip 
shotgun from his car and shot and killed himself.  

Karyn Hall, a clinical psychologist in Houston, explained that sometimes 
people attempt suicide suddenly, often in response to a traumatic 
event that strikes him or her as overwhelming: “It’s almost like 
emotional tunnel vision and they see no alternatives, and when 
there is access to weapons, it becomes a very impulsive act.” 

According to studies, 70% of those who 
attempt suicide decide to kill themselves  
on an impulse less than an hour before 
their attempt.    
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ConclusionConclusion
The incidents documented in this report demonstrate how the easy availability of 
firearms leads to thousands of deaths and injuries in America each year. Every day our 
weak gun laws place public safety in peril. Loopholes in U.S. gun laws channel guns into 
the illegal market and the hands of prohibited persons – felons, minors, and those who 
are dangerously mentally ill. Unsafe and improperly stored guns place children and 
other family members at risk. Exempt from the Brady Law’s background check requirement, 
“private sellers” easily sell guns to criminals and gun traffickers, no questions asked.  
Trafficked guns enter the criminal market, supplying anyone who can pay for a gun, 
facilitating violence and criminal activities. 

There is overwhelming public support for strengthening and closing loopholes in gun 
laws to make it harder for dangerous people to get guns. However, our gun laws remain 
weak because many politicians do the bidding of the gun lobby instead of following the 
will of the American people. To change that, the majority of Americans who support 
stronger gun laws must speak up, politicians must listen to them, and voters must hold 
their representatives accountable if they do not protect public safety. Athletes, coaches, 
owners and teams can speak out and help lead public engagement for strong, common 
sense gun laws and against gun violence. The Brady Center will work with members of 
the sports world in these efforts.

Our gun laws are not only grossly inadequate to keep guns out of the hands of dangerous 
people, but in recent years Congress has implemented gun-lobby laws that exempt the 
gun industry from legal obligations and public scrutiny, further exacerbating our gun 
violence crisis. With limited ATF enforcement, corrupt gun dealers enjoy de facto 
immunity from accountability. 

In order to reduce gun violence, the following actions should be taken:

• Extend Brady background checks to all gun sales. Brady background checks save 
lives and have successfully blocked nearly 2 million purchase attempts by prohibited 
persons. By extending such checks to all gun sales, not just those occurring through 
licensed gun dealers, the availability of guns to felons, minors, and other prohibited 
and dangerous individuals would be greatly reduced. 

Every year in America, 
approximately 100,000 
people are shot with a 
gun, 30,000 of whom 
are killed. Every day, 
approximately 32 people 
die in gun homicides.The 
gun violence affecting those 
in the sports community 
is emblematic of this 
epidemic of gun violence.
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• Restrict the carrying of guns in public and strengthen training requirements for 
concealed carry permitees. Allowing dangerous or untrained persons to carry 
loaded handguns in public endangers people, as was tragically demonstated by 

 the shooting death of unarmed teenager Trayvon Martin by licenced concealed 
carry permitee George Zimmerman in Florida. 

• Require that guns be made more safe and that guns be safely stored in the home.    

• Pass one-handgun-per-month laws to make it more difficult for gun traffickers to 
acquire arsenals of illegal handguns, which are then diverted to the criminal market. 

• Give ATF greater authority to inspect licensed gun dealers and take action against 
corrupt dealers. ATF is restricted from enforcing gun laws like no other law enforcement 
entity in the nation. Stopping corrupt dealers will greatly reduce the illegal gun market.

• Prohibit dangerous weaponry, including military style assault weapons and large 
capacity ammunition magazines. When discussing weapons such as the Glock 19 
semi-automatic handgun and large capacity ammunition magazines used by the 
Tuscon, Arizona shooter to injure Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords and kill his 
9-year-old granddaughter Christina Taylor Green, former MLB manager Dallas 
Green stated: “... even though I’m a hunter and I love to shoot and love to have my 
guns – I don’t have a Glock or whatever it is and I don’t have a magazine with 33 
bullets in it. That doesn’t make sense to be able to sell those kind of things.” “What 
reason is there to have those kind of guns other than to kill people? I just don’t 

 understand that.” 
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Victims of Gun ViolenceVictims of Gun Violence

Rajaan Bennett - Bennett, one of Vanderbilt’s top-rated signees for the 2010 class, was shot 
and killed in a murder-suicide in February 2010.

Taye Biddle - Biddle, who replaced Plaxico Burress on the New York Giants after his suspension 
due to an arrest for a gun crime, was shot in the hand and wounded in early 2009.

Taylor Bradford - University of Memphis football player Taylor Bradford, 21, was murdered 
in 2007 in what police believe to be a targeted act of violence. 

Devon Butler - Northern Illinois University linebacker Devon Butler was visiting friends at 
an off-campus apartment when a bullet blasted through the window and struck him in the 
back on April 5, 2011. Butler survived after undergoing several surgeries.

Richard Collier - Collier was an offensive tackle for the Jacksonville Jaguars when he was shot 14 
times in 2008 while sitting in his car. He was rendered paralyzed from the waist down and his 
left leg was amputated.

Shane Curry - Indianapolis Colt Shane Curry was shot and killed by a 15-year-old in 
Cincinnati in 1992. Curry played on Miami’s national championship team in 1989.
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Victims of Gun ViolenceVictims of Gun Violence

Brandon Deaderick - Current New England Patriot Deaderick was shot in the arm             
during a robbery attempt off-campus in August 2009 while at the University of Alabama.

Kwane Doster - NFL running back prospect Kwane Doster was shot and killed while sitting 
in a car with friends in Tampa in December 2004. 

Keyshawn Johnson - Long-time NFL wide receiver for the New York Jets and the 2002 Super 
Bowl champion Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Johnson was robbed in Berkeley, California in 2004 
by two men, one of whom was carrying a gun. 

Fred Lane - Carolina  Panthers and Indianapolis Colts running back Fred Lane was shot and 
killed by his wife in 2000.

Rashard Mendenhall - Mendenhall, a 2008 first-round NFL draft pick by the Pittsburgh Steelers, 
was robbed at gunpoint while walking in Chicago. 

Jerome McDougle - Then-Philadelphia Eagles defensive end Jerome McDougle was shot in 
the stomach during a robbery. He made a full recovery and continued to play in the NFL. 
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Victims of Gun ViolenceVictims of Gun Violence

Steve McNair - On the night of July 4th, 2009, McNair was shot twice in the head and 
twice in the chest. 

Bryan Pata - Pata, 22, a standout at the University of Miami who was expected to be selected 
in the 2007 NFL draft, was shot and killed outside his apartment complex.

Joey Porter - Porter, then with the Pittsburgh Steelers, was an innocent bystander to a 2003 
gang shooting and was shot in the leg. He made a full recovery.

Dunta Robinson - Houston Texan cornerback Dunta Robinson was attacked at gunpoint in a 
2007 home invasion. 

Martez Smith - Southern Mississippi football players Martez Smith, Tim Green, and Derrick  
Jones were shot in November 2010 after a night of celebrating their win over 25th-ranked 
Central Florida. The shooting left Smith paralyzed from the waist down.

Steve Smith - While he was a Giants wide receiver, Smith was robbed at gunpoint by his 
limousine driver after arriving at his home in 2008. 
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Victims of Gun ViolenceVictims of Gun Violence

Sean Taylor - In November 2007, then a Washington Redskin, Taylor was shot and killed by 
an intruder in his home in Miami. 

Ed Thomas - While supervising a summer weightlifting program for Aplington-Parkersburg 
athletes, high school coach Thomas was shot and killed by a troubled ex-player in 2009. 

Todd Walker - University of New Hampshire football player Todd Walker and a female friend 
were walking home when they were robbed at gunpoint. Walker was shot in the chest at point-
blank range and died. 

Darrent Williams - Less than 12 hours after the Denver Broncos played their last game of the 
2006 season, Williams was shot and killed in a drive-by shooting.

Brandon Wimberly - Brandon Wimberly, a WAC Freshman of the Year in 2009, was shot in 
the abdomen on June 18, 2011. His injuries are not life-threatening, but likely are career ending. 
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Victims of Gun ViolenceVictims of Gun Violence

Desmond Allison - Former University of Kentucky basketball star Desmond Allison was gunned 
down outside of an apartment complex in Columbus, Ohio in 2011. 

Sam Ashaolu - Ashaolu and four other members of the 2006 Duquesne basketball team were 
wounded at a school-sanctioned dance when two men opened fire. 

Ricky Byrdsong - On July 2, 1999, former Northwestern basketball coach Byrdsong was out for 
a run with two of his children when he was shot and killed.

Patrick Dennehy - In the summer of 2003, Baylor basketball player Patrick Dennehy was shot and 
killed by his teammate, Carlton Dotson.

Penny Hardaway - During his first year at the University of Memphis, future Orlando Magic 
star Hardaway was robbed at gunpoint and then struck by a stray bullet in the foot.

Jeremy Hazell - A senior guard on the Seton Hall basketball team, Jeremey Hazell was shot and 
wounded Christmas night 2010 when someone tried to rob him in New York City. 

Julius Hodge - Then a rookie with the Denver Nuggets, Hodge was shot while driving home 
from a nightclub in 2006. He made a full recovery.
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Victims of Gun ViolenceVictims of Gun Violence

Carl Landry - On March 17, 2009, then-Houston Rocket Landry was shot when he got out of 
his car after another car swerved to hit him. 

Chauncey Shelton - Martin Methodist College basketball star Chauncey Shelton was shot in 
May 2007 while trying to break up a fight. He died during surgery.

Charles E. Smith - Former NBA player, 42-year-old Charles E. Smith, was shot October 21, 
2010. His injuries were not life threatening.

Jamaal Tinsley - Then-Indiana Pacer Tinsley was shot at, and a member of his group was 
hurt, in a shooting outside an Indianapolis club in 2007. Police say an assault rifle was used.

Antoine Walker - A star of the 1996 NCAA champion Kentucky Wildcats, and later a member 
of several NBA teams, including the Boston Celtics and 2006 champions Miami Heat, Walker 
was robbed at gunpoint in his home in 2007.

Shelden Williams - While a member of the Atlanta Hawks, Shelden Williams was carjacked 
at gunpoint in Charlotte, N.C., in 2007. No shots were fired and Williams was not hurt.
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Victims of Gun ViolenceVictims of Gun Violence

Lyman Bostock - Then-California Angel Bostock was shot and killed in 1978 while riding in a 
car in Gary, Indiana.

C.C. Sabathia - In 2002, while with the Cleveland Indians, Sabathia was robbed at gunpoint in 
an elevator after going to a nightclub. Sabathia was not hurt.

Dernell Stenson - Cincinnati Reds outfielder Stenson was shot “execution-style” in the course 
of a robbery in Arizona in 2003. 

Vernon Forrest - In 2009, while stopping at a gas station, a man robbed Vernon Forrest at 
gunpoint and then fled. Forrest, who was armed, chased the man and shots were exchanged. 
A second man opened fire, killing Forrest.

Julian Letterlough - Letterlough, a former Light Heavyweight boxer, was shot to death while 
leaving a bar with his wife in Reading, Pennsylvania in 2005. 

Cordaro Simpkins - Cordaro Simpkins was shot and killed in Virginia Beach, Virginia in July 
2011. Simpkins was a professional boxer with a 5-1 record. He had already won a national 
Silver Gloves amateur award and was poised for success in the professional ranks.
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Victims of Gun ViolenceVictims of Gun Violence

Greg LeMond - After his first Tour De France win in 1986, LeMond was shot in a hunting 
accident in 1987. He recovered and won the Tour again in 1990.

Bryshon Nellum - Nellum, a star University of Southern California sprinter, was shot and 
injured by gang members after leaving a Halloween party in the fall of 2008.

Spider Sabich - Sabich, an Alpine ski racer, was shot and killed by his girlfriend in 1976 
in Aspen.

Dave Schultz - Schultz, who won a gold medal for wrestling in the 1984 Olympics, was
shot and killed outside his house in 1996.

Isidore Phillip Tisson - Tisson, 27, who scored the game winning goal in St. Lucia’s 1-0 
victory over St. Kitts in the Digicel Caribbean Cup, was out celebrating the victory in New 
York when he was shot in the head and killed.
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Lost Family Members to Gun Violence
Lost Family Members to Gun Violence

Kevin Basped - In May 2002, Kevin’s older brother, Demetris, who served as the father 
figure in the household and had inspired Kevin to take up football, was shot and killed.

Vidal Mills - C.J. Mills, 17, the son of former Tampa Bay Buccaneer Vidal Mills, was shot 
and killed in Tampa, Florida in 2007. C.J. was a linebacker on his high school team, and was 
described by an assistant coach as the best player to ever don varsity pads at the school.

Ray Rice - Baltimore Ravens running back Rice was a year old when his father, Calvin Reed, 
was killed, the unintended victim of a drive-by shooting. 

Eddy Curry - In 2009, the NBA player’s girlfriend and daughter were shot and killed in 
their home.

Michael Jordan - NBA great Michael Jordan lost his father, James, to gun violence in 1993. 

Dexter Pittman - While working out for professional teams at the NBA combine, Pittman’s 
15-year-old brother was shot and died in Houston on May 5th, 2010.  

Football:

Basketball:
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Lost Family Members to Gun Violence
Lost Family Members to Gun Violence

Dallas Green - Manager of the 1980 World Series champion Philadelphia 
Phillies, Dallas Green’s 9-year-old granddaughter, Christina Taylor-Green, 
was shot and killed in a mass shooting outside a Tucson, Arizona grocery 
store on January 8, 2011, that also wounded Congresswoman Gabrielle 
Giffords. 

Serena Williams & Venus Williams - Yetunde Price, the half-sister of 
multiple Grand Slam champions Serena and Venus Williams, was shot 
and killed as she waited in a car in Compton, California in 2003. According 
to police, Price was sitting in a car when her boyfriend became involved 
in an argument that escalated to gunfire.

Baseball:

Tennis:
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Plaxico Burress - Burress, a standout wide receiver in both college and the NFL, accidentally 
shot himself in the thigh in a New York City nightclub in 2008.  

Maurice Clarett - A star running back for the NCAA BCS champion Ohio State Buckeyes 
in 2002, Clarett was arrested in 2006. He had four loaded guns in his vehicle when he was 
apprehended by police, and he was arrested for possession of a concealed weapon. This was 
his second weapons charge.

Thunder Collins - Collins, a former running back at the University of Nebraska, was convicted 
in 2009 of shooting and killing a man in a struggle during an alleged botched drug deal.

Chris Cook - Minnesota Viking Chris Cook was the 34th pick in the 2010 NFL draft and the 
second player selected in round two. Cook was arrested March 12, 2011 for brandishing a 
handgun during a fight with another man.  

Chris Henry - Then-Cincinnatti Bengal Chris Henry entered a plea of guilty to concealed 
weapons charges in 2006 after pulling a gun on a group of people in Orlando. 

Mario Henderson - Then-Oakland Raider Mario Henderson was charged with carrying a 
concealed firearm in March 2011 following a traffic stop for playing loud music. 

In Trouble with Gun LawsIn Trouble with Gun Laws
Football:
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In Trouble with Gun LawsIn Trouble with Gun Laws

Tank Johnson - Then-Bears defensive lineman Tank Johnson was arrested in 2006 for having 
6 guns in his suburban Chicago home without a permit. He was also convicted of misdemeanor 
gun charges in 2005.

Adam “Pac Man” Jones - Adam Jones has been at the center of several incidents, most notably 
a 2007 shooting involving his entourage at a Las Vegas strip club that resulted in a bouncer 
being paralyzed. Jones did not go to jail for this, though he was suspended from the NFL.

Brandon Jones - Then-Tennessee Titan Brandon Jones was arrested in 2008 for carrying a 
handgun into an airport. 

Marshawn Lynch - While with the Buffalo Bills, Lynch was charged in 2009 with a concealed 
weapons violation after a search of his car revealed a 9mm semiautomatic handgun. 

Mushin Muhammad - In 2002, the Panthers’ receiver was arrested on weapons charges after 
police found two 9mm handguns when he was pulled over for speeding. 

Andre Rison - In September 1993, the then-Falcons player was arrested after firing a pistol 
when two men tried to break up a fight between Rison and his girlfriend. Rison was charged 
with carrying an unlicensed pistol and discharging a firearm.

Football:
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In Trouble with Gun LawsIn Trouble with Gun Laws

Damien Robinson - Robinson, then with the New York Jets, was arrested trying to enter 
the parking lot of Giants Stadium with an assault rifle and 200 rounds of ammunition.

T.J. Slaughter - The former Jacksonville Jaguars linebacker was arrested in October 2003 for 
aggravated assault with a deadly weapon after he allegedly pointed a gun at two people. 

Miguel Starks - Starks, then a redshirt freshman quarterback at the Citadel, was charged with 
armed robbery, first-degree burglary, kidnapping, and possession of a firearm in early 2010. 

Barry Switzer - Switzer, then the coach of the Super Bowl XXX Champion Dallas Cowboys, 
was caught in 1997 with a loaded .38 revolver at Dallas-Fort Worth Airport. 

Broderick Thomas - While with the Minnesota Vikings, Thomas was arrested in 1995 for 
carrying a gun into an airport. 

Gerard Warren - The defensive lineman and the Cleveland Browns’ top draft pick in 2001 was 
arrested three months into his rookie season for carrying an unlicensed firearm. 

Ronnie Wilson - Offensive lineman Ronnie Wilson was charged with battery and discharging 
a firearm in public. He was suspended from the Florida football team by coach Urban Meyer.

Football:
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In Trouble with Gun LawsIn Trouble with Gun Laws

Gilbert Arenas - NBA All-Star Arenas was charged with carrying a pistol without a license 
after he allegedly pulled a gun on a Washington Wizards teammate. 

Lonny Baxter - Former NBA player and 2002 NCAA champion Maryland Terrapin, Baxter 
pled guilty to firing a weapon near the White House. He also was found guilty of sending 
guns without notifying FedEx the shipment contained firearms. 

Javaris Crittenton - In 2010, Crittenton was sentenced to probation and suspended for a      
misdemeanor gun possession charge for pointing a gun at Gilbert Arenas in the locker room. 
Crittenton was later charged with the shooting death of a woman. 

Carlton Dotson - Dotson entered a plea of guilty to murder and was sentenced to 35 years in 
prison for the shooting death of his Baylor basketball teammate Patrick Dennehy in 2003.

Allen Iverson - In August 1997, Iverson was arrested on drug and gun possession charges 
and later sentenced to probation and 100 hours of community service.

Stephen Jackson - Then-Indiana Pacer Jackson pled guilty to felony charges of criminal 
recklessness and served a seven-game suspension in 2007, following an October 2006 
shooting incident.
 

Basketball:
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In Trouble with Gun LawsIn Trouble with Gun Laws

Bobby Knight - In December 2002, legendary Indiana basketball coach Knight reached a 
settlement with an individual who claimed Knight pressured him to lie about a 1999 hunting 
accident in which Knight hit him with 16 pellets from a 20-gauge shotgun. Knight was cited 
for failing to report a hunting accident and hunting without a license, for which he paid fines.

Aaron McKie - Former NBA journeyman Aaron McKie was charged with trying to buy two 
guns in 2008 despite being under a restraining order.

Oliver Miller - Former NBA player Oliver Miller entered a plea of guilty to first-degree 
assault and carrying a handgun for pistol-whipping a man.

Ahyaro Phillips - University of Nevada forward Phillips was arrested in 2009 for having a 
gun on university property after brandishing it in a dispute.

Scottie Pippin - In January 1994, the Bulls’ All-Star forward was arrested after officers found 
a loaded .380-caliber pistol in his car. Though Pippen had a license for the gun, police said he 
was not entitled to carry it in public.

Sebastian Telfair - Then-Boston Celtic Telfair was sentenced to three years probation for a 
2007 arrest for carrying a concealed weapon.

Basketball:
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In Trouble with Gun LawsIn Trouble with Gun Laws

 Delonte West - Then-Cleveland Cavalier West was arrested in Maryland for illegally carrying 
two loaded handguns and a loaded shotgun in September 2009. He entered a guilty plea in 
July 2010 to weapons charges and received home detention; the NBA suspended him without 
pay for 10 games.

Chris Wilcox - Then-Clippers forward and member of Maryland’s 2002 NCAA championship 
team, Chris Wilcox was arrested by Maryland police and charged with transporting a hand-
gun in his vehicle after a police search during a traffic stop uncovered a .357 revolver, 
ammunition and spent shell casings in his car.  

Jayson Williams - Williams, who played for the Philadelphia 76ers and the New Jersey Nets, 
entered a plea of guilty to aggravated assault for the shooting death of Costas Christofi.

Basketball:
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Trouble with Gun LawsTrouble with Gun Laws

Jose Canseco - In April 1989,         the Oakland A’s player was arrested for carrying a loaded 
semiautomatic pistol in his car. 

Steve Howe - In June 1996, two days after being released by the New York Yankees, pitcher 
Steve Howe was arrested at Kennedy Airport for carrying a loaded pistol in his bag.

Jeff Kent - Kent was caught in St. Louis trying to bring a gun onto a  plane while he was with 
the New York Mets. The second baseman told police he had forgotten to check the weapon.

Baseball:

Darryl Strawberry - In January 1990, the eight-time All-Star and four-time World Series 
champion was arrested for assault with a deadly weapon following an argument with his 
wife. He allegedly hit her in the face and threatened her with a .25-caliber semiautomatic 
handgun. 
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Victims of Gun SuicideVictims of Gun Suicide

Jeff Alm - NFL player Alm shot and killed himself in 1993 after a car accident killed his friend.

Dave Duerson - Two-time Super Bowl champion Dave Duerson, 50, shot himself in the chest in 
his home on February 17, 2011.

Kenny McKinley - McKinley, 23, was a second-year pro on the Denver Broncos and was a 
fifth-round draft choice out of South Carolina in 2009.  He died September 20, 2010, of an 
apparent self-inflicted gunshot wound to the head.

Junior Seau - On May 2, 2012, former NFL player Junior Seau ended his life with a        gunshot 
wound to the chest. He was 43-years-old.

Ricky Berry - Berry, a promising rookie on the Sacramento Kings, killed himself with a gun in 
his home in 1989. The suicide occurred after a fight with his wife.

Mike Flanagan - Mike Flanagan, 59, a former pitcher and color commentator for the Baltimore 
Orioles, committed suicide on August 24, 2011.

Donnie Moore - On July 18th, 1989, former California Angels pitcher Moore died of a self-
inflicted gunshot wound.

Jeret Peterson - In 2011, a year after winning the silver medal in freestyle aerials skiing at the 
Vancouver Olympics, Peterson committed suicide in a canyon outside of Salt Lake City. 37
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